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by tina Sundelius

CHARLEVOIX - A portrait
of  Honorable Richard Patjas
stood beside him on the stage
as judges, law enforcement,
family and elected officials
tried to sum up a thirty year
career of  success and in-
tegrity. The portrait more
than anything exemplified the
significance of  the event at
hand. It would be the first to
adorn the walls of  the 33rd
Circuit Court. Charlevoix
County’s first Circuit Court
Judge was retiring. The party
held in his honor at Castle
Farms on December 11 tried
hard to capture to importance
of  this truly historic event.

The evening opened with
drinks and dinner catered by
A Matter of  Taste out of
Ellsworth. Promptly at 6 p.m.
emcee Mary Faculak, Director
of  the East Jordan Area
Chamber of  Commerce, intro-

duced the man of  the hour.
“He is leaving a wonderful
legacy in Charlevoix County,”
she said. And the room
erupted into a standing ova-
tion as the Honorable Judge

Patjas took a seat right of  the
podium.

Retired Honorable Alton T.
Davis, Justice of  the Michigan
Supreme Court, began his
speech by stating that Patjas

“has shown himself  to be one
of  the finest in the State of
Michigan.” He presented Pat-
jas with a plaque signed by all
of  the current Supreme Court
justices.

Honorable Charles Johnson,
Judge of  the Emmet County
Circuit Court, opened his pres-
entation by saying that during
his time in the Circuit Court
Patjas improved the quality of
service in the two counties.
“He did this in three ways, by
instituting the victims restitu-
tion fund..., he instituted mod-
ern case management
practices...and through unwa-
vering personal commitment
to the highest standards of  re-
spect for everyone who came
before him over the years,” he
said. Johnson presented Patjas
with a special tribute from the
State of  Michigan in the form
of  a recognition certificate.

Judge Patjas, Leaving a Wonderful Legacy in Charlevoix County

The Honorable Alton T. Davis retired from the Michi-
gan Supreme Court presented Patjas with a plaque
from Michigan Supreme court justices.  

The Honorable Richard Patjas stands with his wife of 50 years, sons Jason
and Zachary with their wives Monica and Denise and granddaughters Mal-
lory and Carissa while guests gave him a standing ovation at his retirement
party….

See Pajtas Retires–3  A

Congratulations to Cre8tive Cup-
cake, the winner of  the 2014
Charlevoix Hot Cocoa Contest
sponsored by the Charlevoix Area
Chamber of  Commerce.  The con-
test was held during the
Charlevoix Merchant Open House
on Saturday, December 6th.

Over 500 votes were cast between
the 9 restaurants competing for the coveted Cocoa
Cup.  The competitors were American Spoon Foods,
The Bridge Street Tap Room, Cre8tive Cupcake, The
Drawbridge Bistro, Grey Gables Inn Restaurant, The
Landing Restaurant, The Quay Restaurant, Scovie’s
Gourmet and Smoke On The Water.

It was a tight race for the 2014 Cocoa Cup with Grey
Gables taking a close 2nd and Scovie’s Gourmet tak-
ing 3rd place.

“We are grateful and honored to earn the title and
be recognized for having the Best Hot Cocoa in
Charlevoix. What I was most excited to see was the
smiling and enthusiastic faces of  locals and visitors
supporting downtown businesses,” said Alfred Sori-
ano, owner and baker at Cre8tive Cupcake.

“Cre8tive Cupcake offers our 100% Belgian Hot
Cocoa on our daily menu. Other great products in-
clude freshly baked breakfast and Upper Peninsula
pasties, made from scratch, quiche, cinnamon rolls,
scones, cookies, cakes, cupcakes, organic and fair
trade coffee, lattes and other specialty hot beverages.
We open at 7 o’clock in the morning seven days a
week. We invite everyone to try our scrumptious se-

lections. Thank you again for the opportunity and
support,” said Soriano.

The 2014 Charlevoix Hot Cocoa Contest offered a
wonderful variety of  delicious cocoa for all to sample
and enjoy. Those that followed the Cocoa Trail were
treated to the traditional deep rich chocolate, white
chocolate, mint, and even a zesty barbeque blend
recipe.  Thank you to everyone that came downtown,
sampled and voted for your favorite hot cocoa during
Charlevoix for the Merchant Open House! It was a
great event and we are looking forward to next year’s
festivities.

Alfred Soriano, owner and baker at Cre8tive Cupcake with his
Award,

Boyne City H.S. to host
regional robotics event

The Boyne City High
School Robotics Team will
host the regional 2015 FIRST
Robotics Competition Kickoff
on Saturday, January 3, from
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

FIRST competitions chal-
lenge student teams to design
and build a robot designed to
perform prescribed tasks
against other competitors.
Students, under adult mentor
guidance, also organize fund-
raising, develop team skills
and promote their efforts.  

Over 300 students from 20
area schools will attend the
event, which begins the six-
week period during which
teams are permitted to design
and build their robot in ad-
vance of  the competition sea-
son. Students and mentors
will attend workshops, learn
from other teams, see robots
from previous competitions,
and hear about the 2015 chal-
lenge.

“We’re very exited to host
this event”, said Karen
Jarema, Boyne City High
School principal. “Having the
kick-off in our community is
quite an honor for our pro-
gram.” Boyne City’s team
took a first place in a district

2014 Charlevoix Hot Cocoa Champion

����
������	��
���������

����
������������������

�����������������������
�����������������

������������������������������������!��������������

������������ ���������	�����������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������

I75 EXIT 282 • GAYLORD • �
��	�������

FULL INVENTORY ONLINE AT WWW.FEENY.COM
������	��
���������

�������

Boyne City senior Sidney McLeod
(23) floats toward the hoop in ac-
tion against East Jordan. Full Story
in Sports.  (Photo by Cinda Shu-
maker)
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Are you looking for a 
local insurance agent?
Call Don Jess today for a “No Problem®” quote.

CHARLEVOIX AGENCY, INC.

��������'������������
�����������������
������
��	�	�������������	��� 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

����!��!���&�#����� '��$#�%�����)#�����#�%�#��$#�&�$(

���"��"����&�$!�����!�$"�����#���&(

�������������	�������
-��/����0�������#��%���"��&�����������������"������������������������������������������"�&�������"����&

��������&���������,���*

-�����������&�"�������������������������������$'������������������&���������"������������&*�������#�
����������1..�����������#��&������*

-�	���������������������$����������������������#����%����������&�"(�����������&�"������"���&*�	��������"�,
�������������������������������&�"������������������(���!���������������&�"������"���(��������������������
����������$����&�"������*

-�	��&���������������������$��������������������"���������)�����$������$���"���������$���&*�	��&+��
��������������"��)���������"��(�����(��&�� ��(����������������������(��������������*�	���������
��������#�����������������������������������*��������&������������������(���������������������������,���
�������������������������������������"�������&���������*

-����&������������#���"�����#��������#���&���#�������������������#�����������*

-��������������������������������"�������������������������/22.*��������$�����������������������
�����&����������#��%���"��&(�$�������$����������������&�����������"����������*��"������"��������
�#���"���&��#��$����������$����&�����������������������������������������)��������������������&�$���
�������(���#����������������#�������������*�����"����������������#�*�����������������*

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ROBOTICS
continued from 1A

by tina Sundelius

ELLSWORTH—After
nearly a year of  silence since
closing their storefront in
Ellsworth MIFarms Market
has reappeared in the neigh-
borhood with a new shipping
center, new customers, and a
new company. They opened
their doors to the public
Thursday, December 11 for
tours and Michigan made re-
freshments.

The company arranges
and sells gift boxes of  Michi-
gan-made food products and
uses online marketing, col-
laboration and social media
to conduct most of  their
sales. Although the doors to
their red brick and mortar
presence on Center Street in
downtown Ellsworth closed,
the retailer of  all Michigan
produced goods has been

thriving. The company de-
cided to take to the road in
search of  new retail outlets
for their Michigan produc-
ers. It was yet another fruit-
ful venture for the three year
old company as they picked
up about 150 new stores
which now sell the Michigan
Made food products pack-
aged by MIFarms. “We
started 2014 by getting on the
road to food shows all over
the Midwest. This allowed us
to connect with potential
buyers, showcase our prod-
ucts, and meet exciting new
food producers,” said owner
Scotty Bruce.  

With the added retailers
the company found them-
selves in need of  more
space. This fall they set up
shop again in Ellsworth at
9525 Lake Street which gave
them the capacity to triple

their production. “Along
with more room to ship
products, we also have ex-
panded our crate building
and food packaging capac-
ity,” said Bruce. A large ban-
ner outfront announced
their presence and they in-
vited the community to tour
the new packing center. Holi-
day gift arrangements were
on display and refreshments
were served during the open
house. Bruce also an-
nounced that they have
plans to reopen the
Ellsworth storefront next
summer in a new location. 

Other big news for the
company, they purchased
one of  their long time pro-
ducers The Underground
Cheesecake Co. of  Traverse
City in September. The pre-
vious owners stayed on long
enough to help complete the

transition and retired in no-
vember. “When they began
considering retirement it
was very important to them
that the company be left in
the right hands,” said Bruce.
Along with the purchase
came three employees with a
combined total of  25 years
experience with the cheese-
cake factory. 

The new warehouse and
co-packing facility in
Ellsworth where they pack,
label and ship foods sold
through the MIFarms web-
site and catalog is the next
step in MIFarms continued
commitment to utilize
Bruce’s marketing and sales
expertise to help small
Michigan food producers
grow. you can visit MIFarms
at
https://mifarmmarket.com/

Shannon Bruce packing Michigan made products from local
producers to be shipped all over the world.

Mi Farms opens New Shipping center

by Jessica boyce

Just because the
winter season is
here, that doesn’t
mean that you have
to give up your
fresh produce and
homemade prod-
ucts. There are still
some indoor
Farmer’s Markets that are
going on in the area where
you can get some great items.

BOynE CITy has their In-
door Farmer’s Market every
Saturday until April. It lasts
from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm at the
Red Barn next to the Boyne
District Library on Park
Street.

THE CITy OF GRAyLInG
Winter Farm Market is open
every Thursday at the
Grayling Mini Mall next to
the Hallmark Store. Stop in
from 10:00 am - 3:00 pm for
some fresh products.

GAyLORD now has a Win-
ter Indoor Farmer’s Market
every Saturday until March
28th, 2015.  The market is lo-
cated at the Alpine Plaza on
W. Main Street and lasts from

9:00 am - 1:00 pm.
you can find some great

items such as baked goods,
homemade soaps, some fresh
produce, maple syrup, and
other great products. Any of
these Farmer’s Markets can
be a great place to find a
Christmas gift for some of
the people on your list this
year, and you know that all
products were made locally.
While the focus of  a winter
Farmer’s Market may be less
on fresh fruits and vegetables
and more on other home-
made items, you still know
that everything has been
made in your very own com-
munity. Stock up on some
homemade goodies at a Win-
ter Farmer’s Market near
you.

Indoor Farmer’s Markets this winter

There are some great, local, indoor farmer’s
markets that are going on now.

competition in Troy, Michigan
during the 2013 season; won the
Entrepreneurial Award in a dis-
trict competition in St. Joseph,
Michigan and the Engineering
Inspiration Award in a district
competition in Gull Lake, Michi-
gan during the 2014; this Kick-
Off for 2015 begins Boyne City’s
4th year as a Robotics Program. 

According to Jarema, all com-
munity members are invited to
attend the event from 10:15 –
11:30 am in the HS Auditorium
to learn more about FIRST Ro-
botics Competitions, witness
teams in action, and learn of  op-
portunities to contribute or
serve as a mentor.

For more information, contact
the Boyne City High School at
231-439-8130.
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Charlevoix County Commission Chair-
man, Joel Evans, told Patjas that the grat-
itude he was receiving tonight was not
coming from the Charlevoix County Com-
missioners alone but from the people of
Charlevoix County.

Honorable Fred Mulhauser, Judge of
the Emmet/Charlevoix County Probate
court, expressed remorse over losing a
close co-worker. “I’ve been a bench mate
with Dick for over a quarter of  a century,
he has been fair, dedicated, hard-working
and possessed a vision for how he could
operate the court for the benefit of  the cit-
izens...it’s going to be really strange three
weeks from now,” he said.

Honorable James M. Erhart, Judge of
the Emmet/Charlevoix County District
Court, pointed out that Patjas has sat on
the bench for an entire generation. “He
has performed one of  the most important
jobs for the community,” he said.

Charlevoix Sheriff Don Schneider and
retired Sheriff George Lasater presented
Patjas with a plaque making him an hon-
orary sheriff. “I don’t know how you
made the decisions that you have some
days, but you always came up with the
right one,” said Schneider.

Emmet County Sheriff Pete Wallin
spoke of  how Patjas has left “big shoes to
fill.” ”I’ve always looked up to him, he is
honest and fair and worthy of  respect,” he
said.

Jason Patjas talked about the trials of
growing up in a judge’s home. “I’ve al-
ways known we were raised in a very
good household, thank you Mom and
Dad,” he said. Jason also thanked law en-
forcement, court staff and the community
for their commitment to his father. “My
brother and I are very proud of  my Dad, I
have a lot of  emotion about that,” he con-
cluded.

Patjas himself  was the final speaker of
the evening. He thanked many people in-
cluding his family. ”During the last sev-
eral months the emotion I have been
experiencing is gratitude,” he said. Patjas
referred to the portrait that had received
only passing glances up to that point and
told how Charlevoix County shared a Cir-
cuit Court with Emmet for over a hun-
dred years and it has only been during his
career that the county has had its own
Circuit Court Judge. “Thus I became the
first full time Judge to serve Charlevoix
County and hence the first portrait to
hang in Charlevoix County,” he said. 

PAJTAS RETIRES
continued from 1A

by tina Sundelius

CHARLEVOIX - In light of  news that a
fourth year of  nonpayment on a $600,000
pledge by the DDA was imminent, a his-
tory of  the agreement was discussed at
the December 11 Library Board meeting
with a rebuttal delivered by the Commu-
nity Economic Development Director
with the DDA, Bethany Pearson.

Library Board member and former
City Treasurer Rick Brandi was asked to
research the events that led up to the un-
derstanding that the Charlevoix DDA
owes the Library a $30,000 check every
year. The DDA was enlarged to include
the area where the library is now located
and because another developer was inter-
ested in the purchase of  the then aban-
doned middle school an agreement was
made that the DDA would purchase the
building and hold the property until a
bond issue was passed and they were
able to buy it. During that time the DDA
also paid for an engineering study of  the
building. Brandi explained that in an at-
tempt to keep the library in the DDA dis-
trict and with an understanding that the
library brings people in, thus improving
business they made an agreement with
the library to give $30,000 each year for a
total of  20 years to help fund it. “It’s a
huge community draw, it just adds to the
list of  reasons for people to come here,”
said Library Board Vice-President Lynn
Smolenyak. 

The DDA faithfully made those pay-
ments for the first five years but four
years ago found themselves in a tight fi-
nancial position because of  the need to
make debt service payments on the park
bond. 

Brandi was in attendance at the meet-
ing where they decided not to pay the li-
brary again this year. “I was a bit
concerned that they passed their budget
with comments that they could amend it
later on without comment about this
$30,000, I was not real pleased with the at-
titude toward the commitment,” he said.
Brandi pointed out that when the li-
brary’s original bond issue was set it was
based on this contribution. 

Board members then discussed the
sale of  room names. For a contribution
of  $500,000 the DDA received a room

named for it but to date has only given
$150,000. The room-naming donations
were collected to lower the bonding costs
according to Brandi. “The DDA hasn’t
paid their fair share of  the room-naming
and they may not care about that any-
more but for us it was a way to raise
money,” he said.  

The subject of  the DDA having to pay
for use of  the library was discussed with,
Library Director Valerie Meyerson con-
firming that the DDA has paid a total of
$160 for ten bookings.

Brandi stated that the DDA didn’t have
the funds three years ago but that they
were in a better position now. “There was
no consideration when they talked about
a budget amendment, no comments were
made, it was just ignored,” he said.

He admitted that the $30,000 had no im-
pact on the library’s operating costs. The
money goes directly into the debt service
fund. “It’s the principle,” stated Trustee
Heather Sape. However, if  the payments
are not reinstated the library will eventu-
ally have to raise the millage rate in
order to pay the debt service bond.

When Brandi completed his report,
Bethany Pearson with the DDA rebutted
some of  the comments made during the

meeting that she felt were inaccurate and
then read the minutes of  the DDA meet-
ing when a motion was passed approving
the agreement. “I think some of  the frus-
tration for the library is seeing us do ad-
ditional projects and not paying the
$30,000. All additional projects we’ve re-
ceived donations for, nothing’s coming
out of  our expense funds,” she explained.
Pearson explained that if  the DDA made
the payments they would be in deficit
spending next year and unable to make
their bond payments. “I know that this
issue is difficult for the library but if  we
make the payments the DDA is going to
suffer,” she said.

Pearson explained the DDA’s fear of
not being able to make their bond pay-
ments and that if  they could not, the pay-
ments would revert to the city becoming
a burden on the taxpayers. “Either way
we’re talking about being a burden to the
taxpayer,” she said.

The meeting ended with no apparent
animosity or agreement. However Presi-
dent Mary Ann Chew’s sentiment,
“There’s a matter of  integrity here,”
seemed to permeate the board room.

Library Board member and former City Treasurer Rick Brandi was asked to research the events that
led up to the understanding that the Charlevoix DDA owes the Library a $30,000 check every year.

December 11 charlevoix Public library boarD meeting

Library wants their money 
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WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

$19.95
YOUR PRICE

REG. PRICE $40
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�������������
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��

ON SALE NOW! 

SAVE BIG! 
 2015 TWO ON THE TOWN DINING & FUN CARD  

TO ORDER YOUR  
CHARLEVOIX, PETOSKEY & HARBOR SPRINGS AREA CARD BY MAIL 

OR GO TO: WWW.TWOONTHETOWN.COM

Your Price 

$1995 

Plus $3 shipping & 
handling $2295 per set  

Regular Price $50.00

ANNIVERSARY 
SALE 

Just drop this order 
form along with your 

check, money order or 
credit card information 

in the mail to: 
Two on the Town 

620 Michigan Street 
Petoskey, MI 49770 !
FOR MORE INFO  

(231) 348-9577 !!
We accept

Name____________________________________________________________________!!
Address__________________________________________________________________!!
City/State/Zip______________________________________________________________!!
Phone including area code___________________________________________________!!
NO. OF SETS ________ AT $22.95 EACH !! ! ! _____________!
      Includes $3.00 shipping & handling per set!

TOTAL ENCLOSED! ! ! ! ! ! _____________!!
Visa, M/C or Discover Acct No._______________________________Expiration__________!!
Signature______________________________________________ C.V. #_____________!
! ! ! ! ! !            (3-digit on back of card)
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Following another successful recruit-
ment and training activity at Char-Em
United Way (CEUW), more area volun-
teers are members of  the Literacy Corps
and being matched with needs in local
schools. Over a dozen volunteers at-
tended the november 12th training ses-
sion and the new class of  volunteers
brings the Literacy Corps numbers up
to 115 of  the three year target of  150.
The goal of  this initiative is to recruit
150 community members from
Charlevoix and Emmet Counties who
will continue to work with children on a
regular basis. The volunteers have been
trained to work directly with students
on their reading, writing, and compre-
hension skills as well as general tutor-
ing and mentoring.

“There is an African proverb, “It takes
a village to raise a child.”  I believe
today, more than ever, our “village” is
necessary to meet all the needs of  our
students,” said Petoskey Central Ele-
mentary principal, Cal Prins. “At Cen-
tral Elementary we have teachers,
administrators, support staff, parents,
and volunteers working together to help
each student reach success.  The volun-
teers coming into our school provide
more than academic support.  They pro-
vide a listening ear, words of  encourage-
ment, and possible solutions to
problems.  When students see adult vol-
unteers in our school, they see firsthand
how members in our community value
education, and support our school.”

The Literacy Corps is part of  Char-
Em United Way’s education initiative
“United We Read,” which has recruited
dedicated volunteers to read to, tutor,
and mentor students in schools, li-
braries, and other youth serving agen-
cies. Char-Em United Way’s
AmeriCorps VISTA Pat Brewer re-
cruited the latest group of  volunteers
and turned to the resources of  the Char-
Em Intermediate School District to get
the specialized training for them. Three
Literacy Consultants from the ISD—
Patti Loper, Jennifer Jess, and Pam
Ciganick—presented a thorough and en-
joyable overview of  approaches and
tools available when working with stu-
dents of  varying educational levels and
ages. There was no charge for this train-
ing and it was open to anyone in the
Char-Em service area with the interest

in being able to effectively help in
schools. Volunteers have the ability to
tailor their time in school around their
own schedule. 

Central Elementary is one of  at least
four area schools that will be recipients
of  the new group of  Literacy Corps vol-
unteers. Placements have also been
made in Boyne City Elementary and
Shay Elementary in Harbor Springs. A
placement is still being finalized for two
more volunteers in a school that is local
to them. Volunteers are placed based on
responses to a survey that was distrib-
uted to all area school principals in Oc-
tober. The survey asked about a variety
of  needs as well as the time of  day the
services would be provided.

Principal Prins pointed out that while
the students get a great deal out of  the
time and efforts of  the volunteers, they
aren’t alone in reaping rewards from the
interaction. “The benefits of  volunteer-
ing extend beyond the student.  Volun-
teers are enriched by the experience as
well and become more familiar with our
school and the programs we offer.  They
develop relationships with our staff and
students.  Our volunteers have the satis-
faction of  knowing they are helping stu-
dents during a very important stage in
their development, while creating an
important link between the school and
the community. The school truly feels
like a family when we all come together
to support each other.”

Current school volunteers are en-
couraged to join the Literacy Corps and
attend training sessions, which are
scheduled when numbers of  new re-
cruits are large enough. More informa-
tion on becoming a Literacy Corps
member is available by contacting Pat
Brewer, AmeriCorps VISTA at Char-Em
United Way, at 231-487-1006 or via email
at vista@charemunitedway.org. To ex-
plore volunteer opportunities that are
available at local nonprofit agencies in-
cluding the Literacy Corps, visit the
CEUW website at charemunitedway.org,
click on “volunteer,” then register as a
volunteer and explore the agencies and
their postings for volunteer needs on
Volunteer Connections. 

Literacy corps reaches
115 members 

Charlevoix Community

Christmas Project

by tina Sundelius

ELLSWORTH - Residents
of  the community of
Ellsworth flocked to the
Banks Township Hall twice
in one week for food, fellow-
ship and holiday cheer. The
Village Wooden Shoe Festival
and Breakfast with Santa
drew record numbers of  peo-
ple downtown.

The Wooden Shoe Fest
began with the Pine Lake
Winds playing Oh Tannen-
baum as people drew near
the 20 foot community Christ-
mas tree as way of  introduc-
tion for the moment Banks
Township Citizen of  the year,
Larry Essenberg, flipped the
switch setting the square a
glow. The party then moved
into the hall where a free
pizza dinner was provided by
A Matter of  Taste catering, the
Pine Lake Winds played on and
Twister Joe entertained the kids
by providing balloon hats and
Santa beards. 

Early Saturday morning
the Hall was once again filled
with excited children and
culinary fragrances. The
Ellsworth Lionesses Pancake

Breakfast with Santa saw the
largest attendance in its history.
Every child that came not only
got to whisper in Santa’s ear but
was given a stuffed toy to take

home. Pancakes, eggs and
sausage were served free to all
who stopped in. “It was a success-
ful celebration,” said Village Pres-
ident Hugh Campbell.  

Wooden Shoe Festival

Joseph Sowers, Scott Sowers, Marci Palajac, Grace Robbins and Alana Haley served home-
made pizza, salad and Christmas treats….

Mom Katelyn Seaney holds six month old Rhys as he visits Santa for the first time.

“Ho, Ho, Ho,” cried six year old Kole
Hatfield after getting a Santa look
from twister Joe…

Edna Fales (from left), Pat Smalley and Diane Gustin, all of Charlevoix, are just
3 of approximately 60 volunteers to help package supplies for distribution Fri-
day at the Charlevoix Community Christmas Project. The 14th annual commu-
nity-wide effort will help approximately 240 families. Photo by m. ChriS LeeSe. 

Jim Abbey of Charlevoix is one of nearly 60 vol-
unteers to help set up the 14th annual Charlevoix
Community Christmas Project that will serve ap-
proximately 240 families in need this Friday. The
public is invited to see the many goods set for dis-
tribution, Thursday, noon - 3PM during an open
house at Bethany Lutheran Church on US 31 just
north of Charlevoix. Photo by m. ChriS LeeSe.

Bev Boss of Charlevoix, a
champion of selfless giv-
ing and organizer of the
Charlevoix Christmas
project for the past 12
years, is recovering from
surgery and unable to
continue. New co-chairs
Mary Everleigh, Rebecca
Jeakle and the board of
directors now manage
the community efforts.
Photo by m. ChriS LeeSe.
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PETOSKEy — Businesses can
learn about Responding to Federal
Government Solicitations at a
class December 11 in Petoskey.
The class will run from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. in room 536 of  the
Student Community Resource
Building at north Central Michi-
gan College (nCMC). The class is
part of  the “Doing Business with
the Government Series,” and is
being offered by the northwest
Michigan Procurement Technical
Assistance Center (PTAC) in part-
nership with nCMC.

In the class businesses will look
at what factors they should con-
sider before bidding, how the gov-
ernment evaluates offers, tips for
responding to a request for pro-
posal (RFP), and more. There is no
charge to attend the class, but
seating is limited and pre-registra-

tion is required at: network-
snorthwest.org/ptactraining. For
more information about the class
contact Deb Donovan at:ddono-
van@networksnorthwest.org or
231-929-5076.

More information and a sched-
ule of  other classes offered by the
PTAC available at:networksnorth-
west.org/ptactraining.

The northwest Michigan PTAC
is a non-profit organization that
provides assistance (normally at
no cost) to companies in north-
west Lower Michigan and the
Upper Peninsula interested in
doing business with state and fed-
eral government agencies. For
more information about services
provided by the PTAC go to: net-
worksnorthwest.org/ptac. The
northwest Michigan PTAC is a
program of  networks northwest.

Class for Businesses Interested in Responding
to Federal  Government Solicitations

News O N L I N E  AT  W W W. C H A R L E V O I XCO U N T Y N E W S . CO M

boyne city
Police DePt.
monday, november 24

0925  Alarm in the 200 block

of S Lake St.  All OK.  Em-

ployee error.

1005 Harassment complaint

in the 300 block of E Division

St

1146 Alarm from the 200

block of S Lake St.   All OK.

Employee error.

1400Report of 1/2 cord of

wood stolen sometime over the

weekend from R St

1948Unlock in front of the

Dilworth  

tueSday, november 25th
0622 Tree blocking High St.

near E. Lincoln.  Was able to

move it with assistance from a

citizen.

0640 Assist Sheriff Depart-

ment with traffic control on M-

75 N near Old State.  Car in the

ditch.

0715  Report of tree blocking

W. Court near Boyne City

Charlevoix Rd.  

0917 Abandoned vehicle in

the 200 block of N Lake St  

0931 Assist DPW at East

end of Pine St.  

0945  W Michigan and Addis

Spoke to daycare ref snow re-

moval and keeping the alley

clear

1314  Tree down on

Charlevoix St.  Removed by

passerby.

1337  911 hang up from Eyes

ON Main.  All OK

1625  Civil custody dispute in

the 100 block of E Lincoln

1938 Assist Boyne Valley

Fire on M-75 S. 

WedneSday, november
25

1034  Civil standby in the 700

block of S Park St 

1344 Suspicious situation in

the 1100 block of Boyne Av

1558 Leslie Winters locked

out of silver Van in front of

Radio Shack

1650 Vehicle unlock in the

400 block of N Lake St.

1823  Dog at large on East

near Morgan..

1917 Found debit card in the

100 block of S Lake St Was re-

turned to owner.

thurSday, november 27
0125 Subject walking with

open intoxicant at E. Main and

S. East

0920  Escort on N Lake St.

Friday, november 28
0242 Suspicious footprints

near S. Park St. and E. Pine St.

1546  Stalking complaint

1546 Arrested subject for

domestic assault and out-

standing warrant.

1842 Assist citizen in the

400 block of State St. 

2139 Assisted fire depart-

ment with a structure fire on

Old State. 

2256 Driving complaint on

C-56. We collected all the info

from both parties and turned

over to Sheriff Department.

Saturday, november 29
0854 Request for a civil

stand by in the 300 block of E

Division. 

1132 Unlock in the 100

block of Trent St.

1141  State St and Cozy

Nook, fire hydrant spewing

water all over. 

1142 Civil issues in the 300

block of E Division St

1316 Civil issues in the 300

block of E Division St

1401 Disturbance in the 300

block of E Division St

1500 Dogs running at large

in the 300 block of E Main St

2345  Assisted Sheriff De-

partment in the 400 block of

Boyne Av

Sunday, november 30th
0109Civil complaint in the

300 block of E Division St

1110Arrested subject for

DWLS. 

1232  Funeral Escort

1400  Report of lost wallet

1746 Civil complaint in the

300 block of E Division St

monday, deCember 1St
0155 Assist EMS in the 1300

block of Boyne Av ...................

1330 Assist East Jordan PD

in the 300 block of Hannah St 

1341 Report of resident re-

ceiving IRS scam phone call.  

1451 Debit card found

downtown.  Was returned to

owner.

1613 911 hang up in the

1000 block of Boyne Av

1703 CITATION issued for

Speed at Lake and Lincoln

1832 Disturbance in the 300

block of E Division St  

2228 Arrested subject for no

operator’s license and issued

citation for running red light at

Park and Water. 

tueSday, deCember 2
0847 Vehicle unlock 520 Jef-

ferson St

1237  Suicide victim located

in the 1300 block of Boyne Av

1259 Welfare check re-

quested in the 500 block of N

Lake St  

1437 Driving complaint on

Lake St.  

17253 Vehicle personal injury

accident on M-75 S Near the

city limits

2100 Assisted Sheriff De-

partment on warrant attempt in

Boyne Falls.

WedneSday, deCember 3
0715 Parking Violation in the

600 block of W Court St.

09182 vehicle Property dam-

age accident at Lake and Main 

0956 Vehicle unlock at the

Middle School

1020  Alarm on W Water St.  

1048 Noise complaint in the

600 block of E Main St.  

1049 Driving complaint on E

Main St.  Report of excessive

speeds

1714 CITATION issued for

Speed at Main and Marl

1906 Civil complaint from

the 900 block of Lakeview.  

2103 Juvenile complaint in

the 1000 block of Bone Av.

thurSday deCember 4
0022 Noise complaint in the

300 block of E Division St

0714 Citation issued for

speed at N. East St. and Arthur

St.

0735 Noise complaint in the

300 block of E Division St 

0914 Medical alarm in the

1300 block of Boyne Av

0931 Fraud complaint in the

900 block of Brockway St

1055  Vehicle unlock in the

400 block of N Lake St

15192   Vehicle private prop-

erty damage accident in the

400 block of N Lake St

1624 Vehicle unlock in the

200 block of N Park St.

1712 Hit and run Private

property damage accident on

W Water St

1809 Assist FD gas leak on

Vogel St.

1911  Private property dam-

age accident in the 1000 block

of Boyne Av

Friday, deCember 5th
0801 Bond violation in the

300 block of N Lake St

1108Threats complaint from

W Main St

1219 Juvenile complaint

from the 300 block of Silver St

1634 MDOP to car tire in the

300 block of E Division St

2041 Report of a distur-

bance in the 300 block of Silver

St. 

2130 Arrested subject for

DWLS and Operating without

security.

Saturday, deCember 6
0054  Report of a suspicious

situation at East and Water 

0107 Assist EMS in the 400

block of W Michigan

0338 Assist Sheriff Depart-

ment with a suspicious situa-

tion on M-75 N.  

1000V  ehicle unlock at the

Library.

1038 Complaint about peo-

ple not stopping for pedestri-

ans at crosswalks while talking

on their cell phones 

1437 Citation issued for Ex-

pired Plate.

1909  Assist Sheriff Depart-

ment with alarm on Tompkins

Rd 

2144  Assist Sheriff Depart-

ment OWI on Griffin Rd.

Sunday deCember 7th
2014

0020 Citation issued for

Speed. 

1140  Alarm in the 100 block

of E Water St

1400 Found stereo equip-

ment dropped off at the PD 

chx. county
SheriFFS DePt.
december 8-14
911 Hang Up Call ...........................1
Abandoned Vehicle .........................0
Abuse .............................................0
Alarm ..............................................1
Animal Complaint .........................10

Annoyance......................................0
Assault ............................................2
Assist Citizen ..................................3
Assist Motorist................................3
Assist Other Agency .....................12
Attempt to Locate...........................0
Attempted Suicide ..........................1
Bank Alarm .....................................0
Boating Accident ............................0
Boating Violation.............................0
Breaking & Entering ........................1
Car/Deer Accident ........................22
Citations Issued ..............................5
Civil Complaint ...............................2
Criminal Sexual Conduct ................0
Death ..............................................0
Disorderly Person ...........................0
Disturbance ....................................1
DNR Complaint...............................5
Domestic Dispute ...........................0
Driving Complaint ...........................1
Fireworks Complaint .......................1
Found Property ...............................1
Fraud ..............................................5
Health & Safety ...............................0
Hit & Run ........................................0
Intoxicated Person..........................0
Juvenile...........................................1
Larceny ...........................................3
Lockout...........................................7
Lost Property ..................................1
Malicious Destruction of Property...0
Mental Subject................................1
Minor In Possession .......................0
Miscellaneous Criminal ...................3
Missing Person ...............................0
Noise Complaint .............................3
Operating Under the Influence........0
Paper Service ...............................11
Parking Violation .............................0
Personal Injury Accident .................2
Personal Protection Order ..............0
Private Property Accident ...............0
Property Check.............................12
Property Damage Accident.............9
Prowler ...........................................0
Road Hazard...................................2
Stalking...........................................0
Suspicious Situation .......................8
Threat .............................................1
Traffic Stop ...................................25
Trespassing.....................................0
Unknown Accident..........................3
Unlawful Driving Away of Automobile
0
Vehicle in the Ditch .........................4
Violation of Controlled Substance
Act ..................................................3

by norma Jean babcock

CHARLEVOIX: The regular
meeting of  City Council began
timidly enough, but soon be-
came heated when members of
both the DDA and the Library
Board of  Directors gave their
opinion on a $30,000 contribu-
tion to the Library from the
DDA that hasn’t been paid in
several years. 

The issue stemmed from a
comment made at the last
meeting of  council when
Mayor Gabe Campbell brought
up the contribution for DDA
Director Bethany Pearson to
look into. Pearson took the
issue before the DDA on De-
cember 8 where Chairman Dan
Barron explained the circum-
stances upon which the contri-
bution originated. According to
Barron, the contribution was a
“simple motion” made by the
DDA in 2004 that stated as long
as funds were available the
DDA would give $30,000 a year
for 20 years to the Library. 

However, according to Li-
brary Director Val Meyerson
the DDA has not made pay-
ments for several years. Meyer-
son explained that the DDA
has paid 5 payments thus far,
for a total of  $150,000. Accord-
ing to Library officials, this
lack of  contribution has
caused distress. 

“That motion was a promise
they would pay that,” stated
Meyerson. She went on to de-
lineate that had the Library
known the money wouldn’t be
given, they would have gone
about funding the operation
differently. On the basis that
the contribution would be
given, the Library pursued
higher bonds, didn’t file for as
many grants for funding, and
gave the DDA the naming priv-
ileges for the two conference
rooms located inside the build-
ing. 

Barron took the podium first
to explain how the contribu-
tion came about, and why the
DDA feels that mandating they
pay the contribution will be
detrimental. He explained that
the motion to make the contri-
bution was not a legally bind-
ing contract, but rather a
“simple motion.” 

“It was understood that (the
contribution) was going to be

contingent on our ability to af-
ford it,” stated Barron. He ex-
plained that from the DDA
point of  view, this agreement
was not a formal resolution;
therefore they aren’t violating
any agreements by not making
the contribution. He also ex-
plained that due to the eco-
nomic downturn in 2008, the
DDA is not in a favorable posi-
tion economically. Barron
pointed out multiple times that
the DDA is being forced to do
“more with less” but that they
aren’t taking funds from the Li-
brary contribution to do other
projects. He then listed multi-
ple DDA projects that have
been funded by donation,
grant, or volunteer hours only. 

“We want to get the money
back to the library…we sup-
port that library. Our hearts
are in the library, our hearts
are in this town, and we’re
doing our level best,” stated
Barron.

City Attorney Scott Howard
was called upon after Barron
spoke to give a legal opinion re-
garding the “simple motion”
and whether or not it was a
legally binding agreement.

“I believe that it (isn’t)…
Likely a court would say there
wasn’t a binding contract…if
the Library were to sue the
DDA they probably wouldn’t
succeed,” explained Howard. 

Val Meyerson, with Library
Treasurer Rick Brandi, then
came before council to explain
their point of  view. According
to the two of  them, the library
felt that this was a “promise”
the money would be con-
tributed. Meyerson explained
that the pledge goes “directly
to the debt fund,” and that if
the library were to get the con-
tribution they could tax resi-
dents less. 

“Had the contribution come
in (our millage) would be .72
mills as opposed to .76,” stated
Meyerson. 

In conclusion, Meyerson in-
dicated what the library would
like to see the DDA do about
the matter. She stated that she
feels the DDA and Library have
worked well together, and that
there are no hard feelings in
their dealings. 

“We want an honest commit-
ment from the DDA,” stated
Meyerson. She also stated that

the Library understood if  the
DDA does not currently have
the money, but that she wanted
to see them put priority on the
contribution and finding funds
for it. 

Those present in the audi-
ence however did not feel as
kindly as Meyerson, of  the sev-
eral who voiced an opinion
most were frustrated with the
lack of  contribution on the
part of  the DDA.

“(The motion) doesn’t say
they might contribute…it says
that by unanimous vote of  the
DDA $30,000 would be con-
tributed,” said Kay Heise who
went on to state, “Of  207 donor
names, 206 have sent in their
money and honored their com-
mitments. I look forward to the
DDA doing the same.” 

The discussion concluded
after an hour with DDA Direc-
tor Bethany Pearson explain-
ing that if  the DDA were to
start making the contribution
again they would eventually be
forced to fund the East Park
Marina from the General
Fund, a situation that City
Council promised tax payers
would not happen.

“The DDA has done every-
thing we can…it is unfeasible
to pay this debt and also make
its contribution to the Marina
Funds…I want to remind city
council of  their pledge to the
taxpayers. If  the library contri-
bution is mandated, marina
bond payments will have to be
made by taxpayers,” said Pear-
son. 

The situation was finally
summed up by City Manager
Rob Straebel, when he ex-
pressed that although the con-
tribution wouldn’t be made
this year, he did see that the
DDA would work on making it
in the future.

“I hear an honest commit-
ment from the DDA to keep up
their promise on this. This can
be made in the future, it’s just
not going to happen this year,”
said Straebel.

Ultimately, council had little
to say regarding the issue, and
did not mandate that the DDA
make the payment. Instead,
they felt that perhaps the DDA
and Library should sit down
and discuss a feasible compro-
mise that could make both par-
ties happy. 

charlevoix city council, December 15, 2014

Library contribution stirs 
up contention

by Jessica boyce

Being inhabitants of  northern
Michigan, we have a better oppor-
tunity than most to be able to
view the night sky. This month,
we have the opportunity to view
the annual Ursid Meteor Shower
that peaks near the time of  the
December Winter Solstice.  

The Ursid Meteor Shower will
peak on the 20th - 22nd of  Decem-
ber and there is an opportunity to
view the shows on December 20th
at Headlands International Dark
Sky Park. From 6:30 - 8:30 pm you
can make your way to the Guest
House at the Headlands where
there will be indoor activities and
outdoor observing opportunities.
Attendees will “create seasonal
journals in honor of  the tradition
of  observing the sacred connec-
tion between Earth and the stars
that occurs when there is the least
amount of  external light in the
northern Hemisphere.” you can
also try to count the shooting
stars in the night sky as a part of
the Ursid Meteor Shower and look
into why certain cultural tradi-
tions impact scientific research
and discovery.

The Ursids themselves has only
been observed for about a
century. There could be up to 100
meteors per hour, or more com-
monly, 5-10 per hour. Every an-
nual meteor shower has radiant
points and the showers are named
from where these points lie. A ra-
diant point is the point in the sky
from where a meteor shower ap-

pears to originate, and for the Ur-
sids, this point is in the Little Dip-
per asterism (a pattern or group
of  stars that is smaller than a con-
stellation.) The Little Dipper as-
terism is in the constellation Ursa
Minor which is also called the
“Little Bear” or “Lesser Bear.”  

If  you want to view the Ursid
Meteor Shower, look towards the
Big Dipper and the Little Dipper
and that is where you should see
the meteors. If  you want to join in
on the celebration, make sure you
attend the viewing of  the Meteor
Shower of  the Great Bear at the
Headlands International Dark
Sky Park at 15675 Headlands Road
in Mackinaw City.

Celebrate the Meteor Shower of the Great
Bear at the Headlands

Look to the Big and Little Dipper around
December 20th-22nd to catch a glimpse
of the Ursid Meteor Shower, and join in
on the viewing celebration at the Head-
lands International Dark Sky Park.
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ADDICTED?
Drugs  Alcohol

Heroin  Painkillers
Michigan Therapeutic Consultants

www.MTChelp.com
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989-732-HELP
(4357)

McFadden Chiropractic Clinic
and Massage Therapy

12900 US 31 North •  Charlevoix, MI 49720 • 231-547-0995
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$30 FOR 30 MINUTE MASSAGE
$50 FOR 60 MINUTE MASSAGE

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS  CALL FOR APPT. TODAY!
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Health & Wellness O N L I N E  AT  W W W. C H A R L E V O I XCO U N T Y N E W S . CO M

by deb hagen-Foley

Christmas is less than
a week away.  Does read-
ing that statement make
you smile?  Are you look-
ing forward to the holi-
days and all that the
holidays represent? Or
are you reminded of  the
work involved in getting
ready, the preparations
yet to be completed? 

Stress is the condition
or feeling a person has
when they perceive that
“demands exceed the
personal and social re-
sources the individual is
able to mobilize, “ ac-
cording to Richard
Lazarus, an early and in-
fluential stress re-
searcher. Stress is
all around us.  For some
people, stress is a part of
daily life.  Stress can be
both positive and nega-
tive.  Stress can motivate
and improve perform-
ance.  Chronic stress can
be detrimental, both
physically and psycho-
logically.   What is con-
sidered stressful and
how one responds to
stress will vary from one
person to another.

The Holmes and Rahe
stress scale was devel-
oped and validated in
1967 as a means of  quan-
tifying the impact of  var-
ious stressful life events.  The scale is
completed by summing the Life Change
Units corresponding with each stressor
experienced in the past 12 months.
Death of  a spouse is considered the most
stressful event, scoring 100 points.
Christmas is also on the list, with a
point value of  12.  A total score greater
than 150 increases the likelihood that
the individual will become ill as a result
of  an inability to manage the accumu-
lated stress.  Everyone experiences
stress; it is our ability to cope with the
stressors in our lives that makes the dif-
ference in whether the stress impacts us
negatively.  

To understand how stress can be
detrimental to health, think about what
happens in the body when we are under
stress.  When we perceive a threat, our
nervous system responds.  The fight or
flight response, as it is commonly called,
is set into motion when we are under
stress.  Our nervous systems, preparing
to fight the threat or rapidly move away,
release adrenaline and cortisol, stress
hormones.  you might not recognize the
hormones being released, but you won’t
be able to overlook the signs - your heart

beats faster, blood pressure rises, mus-
cles tighten and breath quickens.  

you may be feeling holiday stress from
trying to find the perfect gift.  Try not to
feel responsible for the happiness of
others and remember that your thought-
fulness in wanting to recognize your re-
lationship with someone by a gift is
what counts.  Also, remember to stay
within your budget - the financial stress
of  going into debt for the perfect gift can
last well into the new year!  

Stressed about meal preparation?  En-
list the help of  others - many will be
willing to assist - and complete what you
can in advance of  the big day so you can
spend more time socializing with family
and friends and less time in the kitchen.  

To help you cope with holiday stress,
continue regular exercise or, if  you are
not an exerciser, go for a walk, even if  it
is around the house.  Also, consider
meditation, or at least taking time for a
few deep breaths.  Even taking time for
10 deep breaths can make you feel better
and ready for your next task.  

Merry Christmas!

are you Feeling
Holiday Stress?

Hospice of  northwest
Michigan has announced it
will receive a grant from
the Bay Harbor Foundation
to be used towards better
meeting the immediate un-
funded needs of  the com-
munity. Amy Wieland,
Executive Director, said the
funding will be used to sup-
port and to improve the
safety and comfort care
needs provided to patients
that are not covered by in-
surance.

“We are extremely grate-
ful to the Bay Harbor Foun-
dation for supporting our
community services
through this grant,”
Wieland said. The Bay Har-

bor Foundation funding in
conjunction with other do-
nations, will be used to
meet the otherwise un-
funded needs of  Hospice
patients in our service re-
garding patient care and
safety. Funds are especially
needed now because we are
experiencing more situa-
tions in which patients and
families lack insurance or
are under-insured at a time
when proceeds from
fundraising are trending
down in amounts given
even if  the number of
givers remains about the
same.

Wieland said Hospice of
northwest Michigan is the

only non-profit, commu-
nity-based, locally-man-
aged hospice in northern
lower Michigan, meaning it
is not owned, operated, reg-
ulated or supported by cor-
porate interests. “That
gives us the flexibility to
make decisions that serve
our own communities’
unique and ever-changing
needs,” she explained. “Of
course, it also means we’re
much more dependent on
local support to survive.”
To learn more about Hos-
pice of  northwest Michi-
gan or to schedule
presentations to local or-
ganizations please contact
Wieland at (231) 547-7659.

Bay Harbor Foundation Grant to help Hospice of
Northwest Michigan improve safety and comfort
care for unfunded patient needs

Call for poetry entries
for statewide mental
health project

Petoskey – Poets of  all
ages who receive services
from north Country Com-
munity Mental Health
(CMH) are encouraged to
enter their original poetry
in the Creative Minds
Changing Minds Poetry
Project. north Country
CMH, in partnership with
the Michigan Association
of  Community Mental
Health Boards, is sponsor-

ing a poetry project featur-
ing the work of  poets who
receive CMH services.

The project has two
goals: 1) to help de-stigma-
tize mental illness, intellec-
tual/developmental
disabilities, and substance
use disorders by showcas-
ing the talents of  people
who use CMH services; and
2) to highlight the recovery
and quality-of-life potential
of  poetry. The poems will
be featured in a variety of
venues, including the
MACMHB statewide travel-
ing art show.

To participate, the poet
must be a current or past
recipient of  CMH services
and live in one of  the six
counties served by north
Country CMH: Antrim,
Charlevoix, Cheboygan,
Emmet, Kalkaska, Otsego.
Poetry must be postmarked
or dropped off to north
Country CMH by January
15, 2015. Rules and entry
form are available at
http://bit.ly/1s0kJzq. For
more information contact
Deb Freed at dfreed@nor-
cocmh.org or (231) 271-6177.

Creative Minds Changing Minds

Women’s Resource Center of Northern Michigan (WRCNM) recently accepted a donation of food, sup-
plies and a financial contribution from The Zonta Club of Charlevoix.  The food and supplies will help
restock pantry shelves at the Safe Home which provides support and shelter to survivors of domestic
abuse and their children.  The financial donation supports the WRCNM’s Educational and Employment
Services which offers academic advising, educational scholarships, job search assistance and career
guidance to those looking to enter or re-enter the workforce.   The donations reflect the club’s focus on
awareness and prevention of violence against women and align their service activities with Zonta’s in-
ternational campaign, called “Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women”.  Pictured receiving the do-
nations are (from left) Jamie Winters, WRCNM Safe Home coordinator; Zonta members Joan Buday and
Judith Schneider; and Carrie Harrison, WRCNM administrative assistant.  

Zonta Club of Charlevoix 
shows support for survivors

Photo 123rF.Com
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n. michigan
Christmas songbooks

If your group or organi-
zation would like extra
copies of the Christmas
Traditions songbooks for
Christmas caroling, con-
tact our office. They are
free of charge and contain
words and music to lots of
favorite Christmas carols.
Contact the Charlevoix
County News office at
989-732-8160 or e-mail us
at Office@Charlevoix-
CountyNews.com.

eaSt JorDan
Christmas village

Enjoy a drive through
our Christmas Village at
the East Jordan Tourist
Park, 218 N. Lake St. thru
Jan 4, 2015. Christmas
music will be available on
your radio as you drive
through the lighted dis-
plays which have been
created by area busi-
nesses and individuals.
Children of all ages may
visit with Santa, Saturday
Dec. 13, 5-7pm while en-
joying cookies and hot co-
coa. Christmas Village and
Santa sponsored by the
East Jordan Lions Club.

eaSt JorDan
Christmas tree Sales

The EJ Lions Club is
selling Christmas Trees at
the EJ True Value Hard-
ware during normal busi-
ness hours. Prices range
from $25-$50 and pro-
ceeds go to support local
Lions Club Projects. Shop
early for the best selection.

boyne city
business after hours

The Boyne Area Cham-
ber’s Christmas Business
After Hours will be held at
RE/MAX Resort Proper-
ties, 104 S. Lake St.,
Boyne City, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
18. Free admission in-
cludes hors d’oeuvres, re-
freshments and door
prizes. A 50/50 drawing
will benefit Camp Quality.

boyne city
Community Christmas

With the holiday season
approaching the volun-
teers of Boyne Area Com-

munity Christmas are ask-
ing for your support. All of
your donations are greatly
appreciated and can be in
the form of non-perishable
food items, new un-
wrapped toys, games or
books. If you would like to
donate monetarily, please
make checks payable to
Boyne Area Community
Christmas and send them
c/o Eleanor West, Treas-
urer at 915 Robinson
Street #15, Boyne City, MI
49712. All donations can
be dropped off at the
Boyne City Education
Center by using the Pine
Street entrance. They will
be accepting donations
until December 19, 9am to
4pm.

n. michigan
early deadline

The Weekly Choice and
Charlevoix County News
will be published two days
earlier the week of Christ-
mas and the week of New
Years. Normally published
every Thursday, these is-
sues will be distributed on
Tuesday, December 23
and Tuesday December
30. Deadline for each of
these issues will be the
preceding Friday at 5pm
for Display advertising,
Classified advertising,
News Releases, News
and Sports. Deadline is
Dec. 19 for the Dec. 23 is-
sue and Dec. 26 for the
Dec. 30 issue.

PetoSKey
baroque Christmas

Concert

Spice up your holidays
with a generous measure
of Baroque Christmas mu-
sic. Join the Great Lakes
Chamber Orchestra and
Chorus, conductor Libor
Ondras and Choral Master
Peter D. Sims for an
evening of inspired sea-
sonal music from the 18th-
century. They will be
joined by vocal soprano,
Antonina Chekhovskaya,
alto, Martha J. Hart, and
alto, Jamie Platte. The
concert, entitled Messiah
Plus, will be presented
Thursday, December 18
and Friday, December 19
at 7pm at St. Francis
Xavier Catholic Church.
Tickets are available by
calling the orchestra office

at 231 487-0010 or by vis-
iting our website at
www.glcorchestra.org.

PetoSKey
the nutcracker

Dec 20 - 21, Holiday fa-
vorite, “The Nutcracker”,
will be performed by CTAC
School of Ballet dancers
on Saturday and Sunday
December 20 & 21 at the
Harbor Springs Perform-
ing Arts Center. Show
times are 3pm both days
and 7pm on December
21st. Tickets for Matinee
Performances: $50 Re-
served / $15 Adult / $5
Student. Evening Perform-
ances: $50 Reserved /
$20 Adult / $10 Student.
Tickets are available on-
line, at the arts center and
Between the Covers in
Harbor Springs.

ironton
Christmas eve Service

Come and join us in cel-
ebrating the miracle of
Christmas at our Christ-
mas Eve service at 7pm.
It’s at the little Ironton Con-
gregational Church on
Washington Street. It’s a
traditional service with mu-
sic and message by Rev-
erend Jim Jordan. Cookies
and fellowship to follow
before you step out again
into the holy night.

boyne city
Community Christmas

dinner

On Dec. 25 First Pres-
byterian Church at 401 S.
Park St. will host a Com-
munity Christmas Dinner
from 12-2. Please join us
for this free meal as we
celebrate the birth of
Christ. For more informa-
tion call 231-582-7983.

boyne city
blood drive

A blood drive will be
hosted by the Community
of Christ Church, 777 Vo-
gel St., Boyne City, from
11 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 29. Call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767) or visit
redcrossblood.org to make
an appointment or for
more information.

charlevoix
bridge drop 

New Year’s Eve, De-
cember 31st is right
around the corner and the
Charlevoix Bridge Drop is
back and better than ever!
Get your creative juices
flowing during the Snow-
man Making Contest,
sponsored by Charlevoix
Public Library! Make
smores over the fire pit in
Bridge Park! Meet and
greet the famous Second
Chance Mushers - kiddos

can even go on a dog sled
ride! Pigs Eatin Ribs and
Pita Cruiser food trucks
will be serving up awe-
some eats to warm you
from the inside out. New
to the Bridge Drop this
year is the Bridge Drop
Brew Tent (21+) which fea-
tures an all Michigan Brew
line up and hosts fantastic
live music from 3-
11:45pm. (P.S. the tent will
be heated) The actual
Bridge Drop will take place
at 11:55pm and the best
New Year’s Eve Firework
Show in the Midwest will
take place at midnight!
Fireworks Raffle Tickets
are now available!  1 for
$10 and 3 for $20.  Grand
prize is $1000 and all pro-
ceeds help fund the fire-
works show! The Bridge
Drop is sponsored by
Charlevoix Downtown De-
velopment Authority,
Charlevoix Convention &
Visitors Bureau, Randall
Chiropractic, and Fox Mo-
tors. If you are interested
in sponsoring this fantastic
community event, please
contact Amanda at
info@visitcharlevoix.com.
For more information visit
www.bridgedrop.com! 

eaSt JorDan
Citizen of the year

Now is the time to get
your nominations in to the
Chamber for Citizen of the
Year, which will be
awarded at the Chamber’s
Annual Meeting - Satur-
day, January 31, 2015 at
Castle Farms. There are
several people in our com-
munity worthy of this
award. Take a look at the
people making a differ-
ence in our community.
Don’t let your choice be
left out. Contact the East
Jordan Area Chamber of
Commerce, 100 Main St.
or call 231-536-7351.

charlevoix
Gift of art holiday Show

The Gift of Art Holiday
Show will run thru January
3rd at the Circle of Arts.
This show features the
creations of over twenty
area fine artists and crafts-
men. Offered are a wide
range of paintings, prints,
photographs, pottery, jew-
elry, etc. to please all
tastes and budgets.

boyne city
Fruit sale

The Boyne City High
School bands are raising
funds by selling fresh-
from-the-grove Florida or-
anges and grapefruit in
convenient sizes. Please
show your support for our
organization by purchas-
ing a box of fruit for your-
self, a family member, a
friend or a co-worker. See
any member of the band
to place your order.

n. michigan

Junior achievement

volunteers

Junior Achievement’s lo-
cal Board of Directors is
looking for volunteers that
would like to share their
leadership skills to in-
crease the growth of Jun-
ior Achievement programs
in area schools. For more
information on numerous
opportunities, contact the
area’s District Director
Mark Pankner at
janso@ja.org or call 231-
582-4660.

boyne city
boyne volunteer network

Boyne volunteer net-
work is a joint project of
the Boyne District Library,
Boyne City Main Street
Program and the Boyne
Area Chamber of Com-
merce. It’s easy to partici-
pate - just go to
www.boynevolunteers.org
and fill out the application
form, which will tell us your
skills, interests and con-
tact information. We will
contact you later about
volunteer opportunities
that may interest you. If
you have questions or
would like to learn more
about how to include your
organization and volunteer
needs in this new network,
contact Monica Kroondyk
at the Boyne District Li-
brary by phone at 231-
582-7861 or by email at
k roondykm@boyne l i -
brary.org.

eaSt JorDan
Christian coffee house

Open Door Christian
coffee house will be held
every first and third Satur-
day at the East Jordan
Community Center on
Main St. Refreshments are
available; free coffee and
a small charge for pizza
and soda. We have a lot
of wonderful talent right
here in northern Michigan.
Great fellowship, everyone
is welcome to come

n. michigan
Playgroups

Playgroups for children
0-60 months and their pre-
school aged siblings are
offered free through the
Women’s Resource Cen-
ter of Northern Michigan.
Playgroups will help you
find out more about your
child’s developmental
stage; learn new games
and activities to play with

your child; and share
ideas, parenting experi-
ences and concerns with
the playgroup facilitator
and other parents. This
fall/winter, Playgroups are
held: 9:30-11am Tuesdays
at Jordan Valley District Li-
brary Community Room,
East Jordan; 9:30-11am
Wednesdays at United
Methodist Church, Alan-
son; 9:30-11am Thursdays
at Christ Lutheran Church,
Boyne City; 9:30-11am Fri-
days at United Methodist
Church, Petoskey. Call
(231)347-0067 or visit wr-
cnm.org for more informa-
tion.

charlevoix
messy church

This is a fun way of do-
ing church for families.
There are crafts, Bible sto-
ries learning about the
God who loves you,
songs, and free meal.
Children must be accom-
panied by parent or adult.
This is a non-denomina-
tional event which takes
place on the first Sunday
of each month at 4 – 6 pm
at the Charlevoix United
Methodist Church, 104
State St. Your call is ap-
preciated for meal count at
547-2654.

charlevoix
county
Seniors ride free

Residents aged 60 and
over will now be able to
ride the Charlevoix County
Transit free of charge
within Charlevoix County.
Seniors please contact the
Charlevoix County Transit
for your ride at 231-582-
6900. This program is
made possible through the
cooperation of the
Charlevoix County Com-
mission on Aging and the
Charlevoix County Transit.

charlevoix
Story time

Weekly Story Time is
hosted every Thursday at
10:30am and all children
and their parents or care
givers are invited to at-
tend. Story Time at the
Charlevoix Library is
geared towards children
birth to five years old. Ms.
Laura, story teller extraor-
dinaire, reads stories,
sings songs, interacts with
finger plays, and some-
times even dances with
the kids. 
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East Jordan Public Schools

Students of the Month

lIndsay schroeder
12 Grade

Lindsay is a very dedicated hard work-

ing student; she has a great personal-

ity and sense of humor. 

Mr. Essenberg said he is impressed with

Lindsay’s work ethic and maturity.

Ms. Wimmer added that Lindsay is al-

ways happy and smiling and infec-

tious to those around her, she is a

bright spot in the day.

caTera eVereTT
3rd Grade

Catera is a great role model.  She is a

hard worker.  She is kind and helpful.

She is respectful, responsible and safe.

She is an awesome choice for student

of the month.  She is a great Red Devil.

– Mrs. Kitson

hunTer adams
7th Grade

Hunter is well deserved as this month’s

student of the month for East Jordan

Middle School. As a member of the

National Junior Honor Society, he em-

bodies the qualities of service, leader-

ship, citizenship, character and

scholarship. Hunter is quick to step in

and take part in new committee work,

volunteer at various service opportuni-

ties for the community, demonstrates

positive attitude ALWAYS and is a true

gentleman and friend to all. 

Grade: 4  

Parent(s): Heather and Chad

What do you want to be when you grow up?:

Teacher

School Activities: I like meeting with my kinder-

garten buddy on Fridays, and doing math.

Hobbies and Interests: Playing games, Pokemon,

playing outside with mom and friends.

Favorite Book:  I Survived September 11

Staff Comments:

Riley is a friendly and kind student who always

helps others, follows directions, and works extra

hard.  –  Mrs. Wind

Boyne Falls Elementary

Student of 
the Week

Riley Zbacnik

Grade: 9    

Parent(s): Valerie VanVolkenburg and Ronald

Barker

Future Plans: “Become and inventor or make a TV

show.”

School Activities: Robotics Club

Hobbies and Interests: Building, Think of new ways

to do things, Drawing

Staff Comments:

“Roman is doing a great job in US History!  I appre-

ciate his willingness to challenge himself in the

classroom!  Keep up the great work Roman!” –

Michele Deming

“Roman Barker is an outstanding academic stu-

dent already as a 9th grader.  Our BC Blaze Ro-

botics team is excited to have Roman join us!” –

Principal, Karen Jarema

“Roman is a wonderful student to have in class.

He always tries his best and is an active partici-

pate in the classroom. I have enjoyed having

Roman in the classroom and looking forward to

watching him move forward in Algebra.   I wish

Roman the best at Boyne City High School.” –

Pamela Crouch

“Roman is a very dedicated and respectful stu-

dent.” – Jeanne Heath, English Teacher 

Roman Barker

Boyne City Public School

Student of 
the Week

EAST JORDAn -
Saturday, December
20, 5:30pm at the
Martha Wagbo Farm
and Education Cen-
ter in East Jordan.
There is a suggested
donation of  $3 - $5.
The program is fam-
ily-friendly. Potluck
begins at 5:30pm,
program at 7pm. For
more information
contact the Wagbo
Farm at 231-536-0333
or info@wagbo.org. 

2014 marks the
100th year anniver-
sary of  the death of
the last Passenger Pi-
geon, a bird that once
numbered in the bil-
lions and is thought
to have been the most
numerous bird on
Earth. The slaughter
that took these birds

from our Michigan
skies was unimagin-
able and holds deep
lessons for our pres-
ent ecological state
and its future. A
short reading explor-
ing the life and death
of  the Passenger Pi-
geon will be followed
by an hour-long film
on the subject as well
as a look into other
animals that may
soon be found only in
history books.

Our potlucks are
always a treat. Join
us for fine food and
fun folks in the
Wagbo farmhouse.
Bring a dish to pass
if  you are able, not
required. Table serv-
ice and hot tea and
coffee provided.

Exploring Extinction: a
reading & film showing

by tina Sundelius

EAST JORDAn - At the regular December
15 meeting of  the East Jordan Public Schools
Board of  Education, the board agreed that In-
terim Superintendent Matt Stevenson met
their expectations and as a result, the board
took action to remove the “Interim” title and
named him the Superintendent of  EJPS. 

Matt was given the title of  Interim Superin-
tendent in July, 2014 after Jon Hoover an-
nounced his retirement. Stevenson’s
performance was evaluated at Monday night’s
meeting and the board was in one hundred
percent agreement to remove the “interim”
title. “Over the summer the board felt they
were put in a tight spot and they decided to let
me fill in as an interim and at that point I
asked for a mid-year evaluation process. So, it
was just one of  those things where it worked
out and everybody was in agreement and now
they’re ready to move forward,” said Steven-
son.

Although there has been some confusion in
the general public over what title was be-
stowed on Stevenson. Until the board removed
the title of  interim most people thought he
was already the superintendent.  In light of
the district beginning a strategic planning
process the conversation amongst board
members over the last couple of  months has
concerned where they wanted to go from here.
“I didn’t want to be an interim guiding that
process. I think they’ve been happy with what
I’ve done so far I know I’m happy to lead the
district and do what’s needed to make EJPS a
positive place to be,” said Stevenson.

interim Title removed for east
Jordan Schools Superintendent 

Char-Em United Way’s
2014-15 Community Invest-
ment process has begun.
non-profit agencies which
provide programs and serv-
ices meeting the health and
human service needs of
Charlevoix and Emmet
Counties are encouraged to
submit a Letter of  Intent to
apply for funding.

Our funding priorities and
eligibility criteria can be
found on our website, chare-
munitedway.org. If  the proj-
ect for which you are seeking
funding meets these guide-
lines and you wish to apply
for United Way funding,
please submit a very short
letter of  intent by 4 p.m.,
Monday, January 12, 2015.
The CEUW Investment Com-
mittee will review these let-
ters and invite eligible
agencies to submit full appli-
cations. new applicants are
requested to call us first to
discuss your program. A
sample letter of  intent can
be downloaded from United

Way’s website under Alloca-
tions/Apply for Funding.  

“We are pleased to an-
nounce this year’s funding
availability,” states Lorraine
Manary, Executive Director.
“In 2013-14, we made Com-
munity Investment Alloca-
tions of  $193,844 to 25
programs of  20 agencies
with grants ranging from
$500 to $20,000. This year, we
hope to be able to provide
even more funding. We have
set our Campaign goal to
meet the increasing commu-
nity need and are striving to
reach it. We are still accept-
ing contributions, and all do-
nations received through the
end of  April will be awarded
in this investment cycle.”

CEUW’s 2014-15 funding
priorities focus on meeting
the community’s needs for
Education, Income and
Health. More information on
these priorities, as well as
other criteria for eligible
programs and agencies is
available from Char-Em

United Way.
“These priorities will en-

sure that, with the increased
need in our community for
health and human services
and with limited dollars
available, our Community
Investments are being made
as wisely as possible. We re-
vise our priority outcomes to
align with the changing
needs of  our community,”
continues Manary. “Our in-
vestors (donors) want to
know that we are making the
greatest possible impact in
the areas of  Education, In-
come, & Health, and that we
are working collaboratively
in our community to address
difficult issues. Currently
CEUW is working through a
strategic planning initiative
and will be inviting commu-
nity leaders to share their
thoughts and insights at our
next meeting on January
20th. Anyone interested in
participating is encouraged
to call the United Way office
at 231-487-1006”

Agencies invited to submit
a full application will be
scheduled to make a presen-
tation to CEUW Citizen Re-
view Panels in mid-April.
The Citizen Review Panel
members review requests for
funding from 4-5 agencies,
hears presentations, seeks
additional information, and
makes recommendations to
the United Way Board of  Di-
rectors. The Board of  Direc-
tors will meet in May to
consider the recommenda-
tions of  the Panel and to
make Community Invest-
ment decisions.

For more information
about Char-Em United Way,
how to be part of  the Citizen
Review Panel or the applica-
tion process, contact CEUW
at 231-487-1006 or
info@charemunitedway.org
or write P O Box 1701,
Petoskey MI 49770. Complete
application information will
be made available online at
www.charemunitedway.org.

Char-Em United Way Funding Community Investment process has begun

Why not get the
Charlevoix County news

delivered right to your home

101 Water Street (Inside Sunburst Marine)
P.O. Box 205, Boyne City, MI 49712  •  989-732-8160

Office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com • www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com

Local home delivery: $35.00/year.

out-of-County delivery: $55.00/year.
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In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

Over 7,000 sq. ft. of Furniture, Antiques & Goodies

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353
Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE
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BODY SHOP LLC

938 South Lake St.
East Jordan, MI  49727

cell: (231) 675-9599
Fax:  (231) 536-0851

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.murraysbodyshop.murraysbodyshop.murraysbodyshop.murraysbodyshop.murraysbodyshop.com.com.com.com.com

Bill and Joy Murray
(231) 536-2925

In Business Since 1955
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by Jim akans

For shoppers seeking at
spot to find antique, vin-
tage, new as well as home-
made craftitems, look no
further than the wide
array of  fascinating goods
offered at downtown Gay-
lord’s Homespun Antiques
& Crafts, located right
next to the historic Sugar
Bowl Restaurant.  Estab-
lished by Sue nowak in
May of  2010, the shop has
a wide array of  items con-
veniently organized by
product type.

“Customer’s regularly
comment how nicely or-
ganized the store is,” af-
firms Sue nowak.  “Many
people also tell us that we

have a lot of  inventory so I
keep wondering if  I should
change our name to the
“lots of  stuff” store!”

nowak originally
started out renting booth
space at downstate craft
shows.  She opened a store
location on South Otsego
Avenue in Gaylord and re-
located to Elmira in 2009.
Pursuing an interest to
have a store in downtown
Gaylord she surveyed the
space connected to the
Sugar Bowl and was moti-
vated by the idea people
might browse her store
while waiting to enjoy a
meal at the restaurant.
She decided to make the
move in 2010

She recalls, “On opening
day we did more business

than we did in several
months combined at the
Elmira location.  This is a
great spot.”

Items on display at
Homespun Antiques &
Crafts represent several
vendors, many of  which
are local, who rent space
in the store as well as
items nowak and her hus-
band Larry find at auc-
tions and estate sales.
Among the items cus-
tomers can find are dish-
ware, glassware, tons of
books, CD’s, DVD’s, vinyl
records and home décor
products and accessories.
They have American Doll
clothing, handmade knit
sweaters, socks and mit-
tens, hand woven rugs,
crochet top dish towels

have recently added brand
new and collectable
Christmas decorations.

“We will also be intro-
ducing craft supplies in
the near future,” notes
nowak.  “We truly do offer
a blend of  the old, the new
and the handmade too at
Homespun Antiques &
Crafts.”

Homespun Antiques &
Crafts is located at 230
West Main Street in down-
town Gaylord.  Winter
hours are 11 am until 5 pm
Monday through Saturday
and Summer hours are 10
am to 5 pm Monday
through Saturday and 12
pm to 4 pm on Sunday.
They can be reached by
calling (989) 731-4305.

A blend of old, new and homemade too at Gaylord’s Homespun Antiques & Crafts

Homespun Antiques & Crafts is located right next to the historic Sugar Bowl
Restaurant in downtown Gaylord. Established by Sue Nowak in May of
2010, the downtown Gaylord store is a must see destination for shoppers
seeking antique, vintage, new as well as homemade craft items.  Photo by
Jim akanS

BOynE CITy – On December
3rd the Boyne Valley Knights of
Columbus hosted the 23rd an-
nual Christmas part for the
physically and mentally im-
paired at St. Mathew’s Catholic
Church in Boyne City.

Each year Della Sevenski has

prepared and planned the event
together with the Boyne Valley
Knights of  Columbus.

The party includes a luncheon
for more than 200 area impaired
people along with their care-
givers. The event also includes
live music with dancing and

singing along with gifts and fruit
that Santa hands out to all who
attend from Boyne City,
Charlevoix, East Jordan and
Gaylord.

K of  C Grand Knight, Steve
Czerkes presented checks total-
ing $1,610.70 to the Bergmann

Center, north Country Enrich-
ments Center and Challenge
Mountain.

Additional donations were
made by the UAW Local 1403,
Boyne Falls Polish Festival com-
mittee and the Fraternal Order
of  Eagles.

Knights of columbus host christmas party

The Grand Knight, Steve Czerkes of the Boyne Valley Knights of
Columbus presents a check in the amount of $1610.70 to Tammy
McGeshick of the North Country Enrichment Center

The Grand Knight, Steve Czerkes of the Boyne Valley Knights of
Columbus presents a check in the amount of $1610.70 to Elizabeth
Looze, the Director of Challenge Mountain.

The Grand Knight, Steve Czerkes of the Boyne Valley Knights of
Columbus presents a check in the amount of $1610.70 to the Activi-
ties Director Robin Ames of the Bergman Center.



Feeling tense? you're not
alone. Thanks to too many
bills, too much to do, rela-
tionship conflicts and
health problems, one in
four Americans say that
they've felt stretched to the
breaking point in the past
month, according to a re-
cent nationwide survey.
And half  of  us have faced
one of  life's major stress-
boosters in the past year: a
birth or death; marriage or
divorce; or buying or selling
a home. 

Life's ups and downs
don't have to take a long-
term health toll. True,
chronic stress increases
your risk for all kinds of
health problems and can
make taking care of  the
ones you have more diffi-
cult. But tension-taming
strategies can make you
feel sooo good today and
reach deep into your body,
flipping switches to create
better health for the long
run.

Case in point: Re-
searchers from Canada's
University of  Calgary dis-
covered that breast cancer
survivors who practiced a
simple daily meditation had
longer "caps" on the ends of
their DnA compared with
survivors who didn't take
these stress-busting mental
breaks. These "caps" are
called telomeres. They work
like the plastic bit at the
end of  a shoelace, keeping
everything intact and allow-
ing chromosomes to repro-
duce so they can repair and

replace other cells that are
injured. 

Telomeres naturally get
shorter as we age, but re-
search indicates that stress
accelerates their fraying,
raising your risk for heart
disease, diabetes and even
cancer. Fortunately, further
research reveals that there
are a wide variety of  do-it-
yourself  tension-tamers to
help keep that from happen-
ing. They melt anxiety
while pampering your heart
and reducing pain, which
keeps your cells young and
gives you more energy. 

These do-it-yourself  ten-
sion-tamers are good for
everyone at any age --
whether you enjoy hanging
out with friends, meditating
or soaking in a hot tub.
Hint: If  you're the super-
busy type who has trouble
taking a little "me" time,
think of  relaxing as a
health Rx instead of  an in-
dulgence! With stress-man-
agement techniques,
exercise and great food
choices, you can decelerate
stress damage and slow the
aging process. Here's what
you might try:

1. Meditation. Mindful-
ness meditation can help
your body process blood
sugar better, help curb
overeating and improve
blood pressure, too. Try it:
Look for a mindfulness
meditation class in your
community or simply sit
comfortably with your eyes
closed and pay attention to
your breathing. Gently refo-

cus your attention on your
breath whenever your mind
wanders. Check out share-
care.com for more detailed
instructions.

2. Deep breathing. When
you breathe in through
your nose (count to four)
and out through your
mouth (slowly, count to
eight), that sends beneficial
nitric oxide into your lungs
-- encouraging your airways
to expand. you'll instantly
increase the oxygen level in
your blood by up to 3 per-
cent. not bad!

3. Time with friends. Get-
ting together to watch the
big game, going to a Friday-
night movie or however else
you do it, spending time
with supportive friends and
family feels great and
makes you healthier. Stud-
ies show that social support
calms blood pressure, low-
ers stress hormone levels
and can slow your heart
rate. So give your BFF a call
today and get together with
someone you like (or love)
this week.

4. Music. Lots of  research
shows listening to your fa-
vorite tunes can knock a
few points off  your blood
pressure, soothe stress hor-
mone levels and reduce
pain.  

5. Just chill ... at home or
away. Whether you take a
vacation, a "stay-cation,"
kick back for an hour with
a glass of  wine and a good
book or go for a soak in the
tub, plain old relaxation has
big benefits. Vacations cut
the risk for heart attacks
and heart-disease-related
deaths in two big studies of
men and women. And in
one recent study, men who
took time every day to relax
actually lengthened their
telomeres. Simply put, chill-
ing out keeps you younger
longer and gives you a
younger RealAge. 

*********
(c) 2014 Michael Roizen,

M.D. and Mehmet Oz, M.D.
Distributed by King Fea-

tures Syndicate, Inc.
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George A. Rhine, 50

(Feb. 4, 1964 - deC. 8, 2014)

George A.
Rhine of
Charlevoix
died at home
Monday, De-
cember 8,
2014. Born
February 4,
1964, in
Petoskey, at-
tended Harbor Springs schools,
and graduated from Charlevoix
High School in 1982. After gradu-
ating, George joined the US navy
where he served honorably for
twenty-two years, achieving the
rank of  Machinist Mate 1st Class.
He worked on nuclear submarine
servicing, and was awarded two
Meritorious Unit Commendation
Medals for the outstanding per-
formance of  his duties as a Ma-
chinist Mate. He also received the
navy and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment Medal, Good Conduct
Medal, navy “E” Ribbon, na-
tional Defense Service Medal,
Armed Forces Expedition Medal,
Southwest Asia Service Medal,
navy & Marine Overseas Service
Ribbon, Expert Pistol Shot Medal,
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon,
Enlisted Surface Warfare Special-
ist, Flag Letter of  Commenda-
tion.

George returned home to
northern Michigan. He was an
avid deer and small game hunter;
and an antique and Chevy Chev-
elle collector. 

The son of  Cathy and James
novotny, he is survived by his
parents; brothers, Pat (Sarah)
Rhine, Jeff (Cindy) novotny,
James novotny, Jr.; sisters, Victo-
ria Rhine, Avis Rhine, Marshell

Rhine, Kathy (Tim) Bradley,
Cheryl (Bob) Ripley; niece, Bon-
nie Rhine; nephew, Dustin Rip-
ley; former wife, Fely Rhine; son
Cyrus; daughter, Debbie. He was
preceded in death by his broth-
ers, Antonio (Tony) Rhine and
Lawrence (Larry) Rhine; father,
Victor Rhine; grandparents,
George and Esther Rhine, Ellen
and Frank Steffel, Francis and
Frieda Peters.

A memorial gathering was held
Tuesday, December 16, at Win-
chester Funeral Home in
Charlevoix, where Military Hon-
ors were presented by the
Charlevoix Area Veterans and the
United States navy. Interment
will take place at Saint Mary’s
Cemetery in Charlevoix.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Wounded Warrior
Project, P.O. Box 758517, Topeka,
Kansas 66675; or www.wounded-
warriorproject.org

Please sign George’s guestbook
at www.winchesterfuneralhome.com

Robert V. Colt, 80

(aPriL 1, 1934 - deC. 9, 2014)

Robert V. Colt of  Charlevoix,
formerly of  Lansing, and Lake
City, died at
his home,
Tuesday, De-
cember 9,
2014. Born
April 1st,
1934 to
Calvin and
Meryl Colt,
Robert lived
the majority of  his life in the
Lansing area. Surviving are his
wife, Judy; children, Kristi,
David, Robert, Scott, and
Suzanne, and grandchildren Ben,

Josh, Matt, Luke, Brad, and Kate.
Robert attended Sexton High

School, graduating in 1952 and
continued on to Michigan State
University where he was a mem-
ber of  the Kappa Sigma Frater-
nity, class of  1956. He joined the
navy and flew AWAC plane VW-
12 in the navy Airborne Division.
He left as a naval Lieutenant to
return to study dentistry at the
University of  Michigan, and
graduated in 1964. He opened his
dental practice in Lansing in 1965
and continued there until his re-
tirement in 1999.

Bob belonged to many organi-
zations over the years including:
Lansing Golden Gloves, yMCA
Century Club, MSU Presidents’
Club and Honorary Coach, Lans-
ing Country Club, Rotary, Ameri-
can Dental Association, Michigan
Dental Association, and Kiwanis.

He was an active member of
the Charlevoix Christ Episcopal
Church and sang in the
Charlevoix Men’s Chorus and Lit-
tle Traverse Choral Society.
Robert was a positive influence
and brought joy to all the lives he
touched. He will be sorely missed
by all. 

There will be a Celebration of
Life service will be held at The
Christ Episcopal Church of
Charlevoix on Monday, December
29th, at 11:00am. Donations in
lieu of  flowers should go to The
Barbara Karmanos Cancer Insti-
tute or The Michigan State Uni-
versity Spartan Fund.

Kellie Marie Barber, 39
Kellie Marie Barber died Satur-

day, December 13, 2014 at
Charlevoix Area Hospital.

Arrangements are pending at

the pending at the Penzien Fu-
neral Homes, Inc. in East Jordan. 
Kyle Lee Symonds, 30

Kyle Lee Symonds died Mon-
day, December 15, 2014 at Munson
Medical Center in Traverse City.  

A funeral service will be held
on Sunday, December 21, 2014 at
4:00 P.M. at the Penzien Funeral
Home in East Jordan.  

The family will receive friends
on Sunday from 2:00 P.M. until
service time.

Mary Kathryn Bischoff, 87

(aPriL 8, 1927 - deC. 8, 2014)

Mary Kathryn Bischoff of
Springvale
Township
passed away
at home on
December 8,
2014. 

Mary was
born April 8,
1927 in Har-
bor Springs
the daughter
of  Guy and Henrietta Ann (Ul-
rich) Cotanche. She grew up in
both Harbor Springs and Walloon
Lake and was a graduate of
Petoskey High School. 

She married the love of  her life
Willard “Bill” C. Bischoff on De-
cember 26, 1946. Mary and Bill
shared 56 wonderful years and to-
gether raised five children. Bill
sadly preceded Mary in death on
July 5, 2003. 

Mary will forever be remem-
bered by her family as a loving
and caring mother and grand-
mother, who always kept a warm
home where everyone always felt
welcome. She enjoyed cooking,
baking and tending her yard and

garden. Mary’s home, yard and
garden were always a source of
pride to her and in the fall she
loved putting up quarts of  pickles
and sauerkraut that she shared
with family and friends. 

Mary is survived by her five
children Louis (Peggy) of  Bay
City, Robert (Ginger) of
Charlevoix, Brenda K. (Jake) Ja-
cobsen of  Conway, Gary (Linda)
of  Grand Haven, and Michael
(Carla) of  Petoskey and by eleven
grandchildren, 24 great grand-
children and one great, great
grandchild. Also surviving Mary
is her brother Bruce Cotanche
and sister nancy Bachelor. In-
cluding her husband Bill, Mary
was also preceded in death by her
sisters Edith and Ellen. 

Mary’s life was remembered
with a funeral service at Stone
Funeral Home on Saturday, De-
cember 13, 2014. Pastor Leroy
Sutfin officiated. Interment will
take place in the spring within
Curtiss Cemetery. 

Friends and family are wel-
come to share memories or offer
condolences online at www.stone-
funeralhomeinc.com

David C. Burns, 70 

David C. Burns died Dec. 15,
2014, at home in Charlevoix.
Arrangements are pending at
Winchester Funeral Home in
Charlevoix.
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snowfall

by krystal Johnson

EAST JORDAn - The East Jordan
City Commission negotiated a con-
tract with the new city administra-
tor, Tom Cannon, at the December 16
meeting.

After being appointed as the in-
terim city administrator in October,
the city decided to make Cannon’s
title official at their november 20
meeting by offering Cannon the full-
time position. Cannon, who has
served as the city’s parks director
for nearly a decade and was recently
promoted to assistant city adminis-
trator, demonstrated the cama-
raderie, work ethic, and
professionalism that many of  the
commissioners hoped to see in a new
administrator.

With hopes to help Cannon pursue
more education in his field, the city
included an agreement to cover
costs for three college credits or con-
tinuing education units (CEUs) an-
nually in his contract. This
commission had expressed a desire
to see Cannon further his education
when they offered him the job in no-
vember, with Commissioner Mark
Penzien suggesting that it could be
something Cannon worked on while
serving as administrator.

The commission also included a
three-month severance package in
Cannon’s contract, which was a de-
crease from previous city adminis-
trator Chris yonker’s six-month
deal. Cannon did not ask for the sev-
erance to be included with his con-
tract, but many commissioners felt
that the city administrator title was
deserving of  a severance package.
Commissioners are optimistic that
Cannon will remain rooted in the
community and his new position for
many years to come.

The city commission also passed a
resolution to go tobacco-free at city
parks and beaches, as well as city
owned outdoor recreational facilities
at Tuesday’s meeting.

After hearing from SAFE (sub-
stance abuse free environment) rep-
resentatives at the commission’s
December 2 meeting, commissioners

were challenged by students who
collected nearly 1,400 cigarette butts
or filters littering East Jordan
beaches, to go tobacco-free at parks
and beaches. 

The commission unanimously
passed a resolution that endorses
and supports making all parks and
beaches in the city of  East Jordan
100% tobacco free, excluding the
Tourist Park Campground site, East
Jordan Harbor rented boat slips,
Elm Pointe and outdoor rented
spaces. The commission also re-
solved that tobacco use be prohibited
at any city-owned or operated out-
door recreational facilities, includ-
ing restrooms, spectator stands, and
concession areas.

Commissioner Paul Timmons
commented that the resolutions for
tobacco-free areas were family
friendly, which is something the
community of  East Jordan strives to
be.

Tobacco-free signs will be posted
in appropriate areas and are being
provided to the city at no cost. 

The appointments committee also
recommended Jason Cady to the
Downtown Development Authority
(DDA). Commissioners unanimously
approved Cady to the DDA, who is
the new owner of  longtime restau-
rant, Murray’s Bar & Grill.

Mayor Russ Peck shared with
commissioners that the DDA will be
hosting an exciting opportunity for
entrepreneurs this spring. On April
11, the DDA will hold their first ever
hatch, where they hope to help
someone hatch their next big idea in
business. Hopeful entrepreneurs
will have the chance to share their
business plan with the DDA, and the
best proposed plan will win $10K to
help kick start their business. This
privately funded award has only one
catch: the business must be located
in East Jordan. For more informa-
tion, contact the East Jordan DDA.
The DDA meets on the first Monday
of  the first month at 5:30 p.m.

The next regular meeting of  the
East Jordan City Commission is
scheduled for 7 p.m., Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6, 2015. 

eaSt JorDan city commiSSion meeting, December 16, 2014

East Jordan city parks and
beaches go tobacco-free

drs. oz
and

roizen
Television’s dr. oz and Cleveland Clinic’s

dr. Roizen report on health, wellness and

quality of life.

5 STRESS-BUSTERS WITH A
HUGE HEALTH BONUS  
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The holiday fa-
vorite “The nut-
cracker” will be
performed by
Crooked Tree Arts
Center School of  Bal-
let dancers on Satur-
day and Sunday
December 20 and 21
at the Harbor Springs
Performing Arts Cen-
ter.  This annual per-
formance is a
fundraising event for
the School of  Ballet
Dance Scholarship
Fund.  

Over 40 dancers
will take the stage for
the full performance
with music by
Tchaikovsky. “Each
year the CTAC School
of  Ballet performers
delight us with this
classic performance”
noted Tony Ryner,
Crooked Tree Arts
Center Chairman of
the Board of  Direc-
tors. “We encourage
people to buy their
tickets in advance, as
tickets may not be

available at the door
and the Sunday mati-
nee has very few
seats open at this
time” continued
Ryner. The lead
dancers include:            

nutcracker & Cava-
lier - Michael Mengh-

ini, St. Ignace
Clara - Emily Sta-

bile, Petoskey
Snow Queen -

Emily McGeehan,
Petoskey

Sugar Plum Fairy -
Amanda Humphrey,
Harbor Springs

Mouse Queen -
Aidan Flynn,
Charlevoix

Dew Drop Fairy -
Taylor naturkas,
Petoskey

Drosselmeyer -
Tracy Thomson,
Petoskey

Arabian - Claire
Millard, Alanson and
Washington DC

Performance times
are Saturday, Decem-
ber 20 at 3 pm and 7
pm and Sunday, De-
cember 21 at 3 pm.
Tickets for Matinee
Performances: $50
Reserved / $15 Adult
/ $5 Student. Evening
Performances: $50
Reserved / $20 Adult
/ $10 Student. Tickets
available online, at
the arts center and in
Harbor Springs at Be-
tween the Covers and
the Harbor Springs
Chamber of  Com-
merce. The Harbor
Springs Performing
Arts Center is located
at 500 n. Spring
Street in Harbor
Springs. For more in-
formation contact the
Crooked Tree Arts
Center at 231-347-4337
or 

crooked Tree arts center School of

ballet perform The Nutcracker

CTAC School of Ballet dancers Amanda Humphrey and Michael Menghini will perform
The Nutcracker on Saturday and Sunday, December 20 and 21, 2014 in Harbor Springs.
Photo Credit: henry Joy.

Photo by m. ChriS LeeSe

Miriam Pico of  Traverse City (center) performs a
holiday concert before a full house recently with
younce Guitar Duo (from left) Jerry younce, Greg
Vadnais and Ryan younce at the Charlevoix Circle
of  Arts. The CCA is also hosting a holiday gift
sale open to the public daily, noon to 4pm through
January 3. 

Sounds of the Season

letterS to the eDitor
Letters may be submitted by e-mail to

office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com.

Dear Editor,
The committee on behalf  of  the Charlevoix Min-

isterial Association would like to extend a heart-
felt thank you to the Methodist Church, the many
generous donors, and all of  the wonderful volun-
teers for helping to make the 8th annual
Charlevoix Community Thanksgiving Dinner a
huge success again this year.  Thank you so very
much, without your support this wonderful com-
munity event would not be possible.  
Gay Kiteley, Charlevoix



Page 12A • Charlevoix County News                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 December 18, 2014

News O N L I N E  AT  W W W. C H A R L E V O I XCO U N T Y N E W S . CO M

�������
������������������
�������
�������������������������	����

��
��������������
��������������

	�������������������������������������

�����	����	�
�������������������

���������

�������

������!��+,����'*)-#�%#*�('#�.��$$
� � � � �

 �������!�������������������
� � � � � � �� � � � �

�������!�����������������������
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
�����!�����!�������������������������������	

� � � �
� � � � �

�������!����������������
�*(�����"�)(&&
� � � � � �
������������������

� � � � � � � � � �
� �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

�

�

�

�,+�!������

��!������� 
*��)%�&%��%(��"(#$��	��
�����!�������

�����  (��
��������� ���	�
��"�*� &� #����!

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

$

�

�

$�.#'(*#%#-)*'

�����������
�%�����'&�!#���"�&$����'�*

�������������
�&(#��� ��'���)�'�*��)%��

&�#'�'#$���&�!�� %�

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

�

�

�

�������!����!�����
���%�''���%���
 &� #����!��&(#�
������!�������

'����#�"��'"�%�����
������

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

	

&

�

������������������
�'�*��)%�&�#�

�&��%���"�%��"�*�
&()"���(*
������

���*����  #%��%('
��������

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

��

���

�����	

�

� � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� �

� � � � � �

�

� � � � � � �
� � � � �

� � � � �
� � � � � � �� � � � �

� � � �
� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �
� � � � � �

� � � �
� � � � �

� � � � � � � �
� � � � � �

� �
� � � � � � � � � �

� �

����	���������������������
����
��������������
������

�������

�

�����������������
�	����	�����

������������������������������
������������
������������
��

by Jim akans

There’s still plenty of
winter ahead, but at 6:03
pm on Sunday, December
21st, the earth’s axis will
begin to tilt back toward
the sun, resulting in greater
amounts of  sunlight here in
the north every day until
mid June...so the days will
soon be getting longer.

It’s the winter solstice,
also known as Midwinter,
the Solar new year, the
Longest night, yule,
DongZhi, Soyal…and many
more tongue-twisting han-
dles that reference the
same celestial event in dif-
fering cultural perspec-
tives.  The universal
message, however, is clear;
the path toward summer is
about to be broken in.

The word “solstice”
comes from a Latin phrase
that means; “sun stands
still.” After months of
crossing lower and lower in
the sky the sun appears to
stop before beginning to arc
higher in the sky each day
for the next six months.
Alas, it takes a few months
before the increasingly
prevalent sun actually
warms things up, resulting
in a period we refer to as
“winter” around these
parts, but it’s comforting to
know we are heading in the
right direction.

Always a major “turning
point,” the solstice has been

celebrated throughout
human history, as demon-
strated by the newgrange
tomb in Ireland, one of  the
oldest structures in the
world, which captures light

from the winter solstice
sunrise. 

Germanic cultures cele-
brated Winter Solstice with
yule festivals, which ush-
ered in the long-standing

tradition of  burning a yule
log for good luck. The
Greeks held a winter sol-
stice festival called Lenaea,
or the Festival of  Wild
Women…now that’s an in-
teresting name for an event.
Romans held the festival of
Saturnalia where schools
were closed, prisoners were
not executed, and people
paraded around the streets
in masks (sort of  an ancient
Mardi Gras).  Apparently,
people like to party during
the longest night of  the
year.

yet, as newton’s Third
Law indicates:  for every ac-
tion there is an equal and
opposite reaction. So while
half  the world sees greater
amounts of  daylight after
the winter solstice, the
other half  experiences a
steadily decreasing amount
of  daily sunlight.  The same
Winter Solstice that begins
the slow march toward
summer in Cleveland also
notifies old man winter its
time to think about saun-
tering back to southern
hemisphere places such as
Sydney, Australia.

Though there is lots of
great outdoor fun yet to
come during the beautiful
northern Michigan winter
ahead, summer seems a lit-
tle closer, and the world
looks a little brighter every
day after the Winter Sol-
stice.

The days are Getting Longer
Winter Solstice begins a journey toward summer

There’s still plenty of winter ahead, but at 6:03 pm on Sunday, De-
cember 21st,, the earth’s axis will begin to tilt back toward the sun,
resulting in greater amounts of sunlight here in the north every day
until mid June.

by Jim akans

Every year, a few new film titles are
released during the holidays with sto-
rylines directly aimed at capturing the
festive Christmas spirit, and audiences.
Like an early snow, some of  these
movies stick, and some rapidly fade
away.  

A number of  those relatively recent
titles have already become classics,
such as A Christmas Story, Scrooged
(the Bill Murray version), Elf, national
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, Home
Alone and The Polar Express.  These
can easily be found repeated across the
cable channels and revolving on and off
video store shelves throughout the sea-
son.  

Movies are a perfect fit for the Christ-
mas season.  Much like the spirit of  the
holidays, a good movie can pull us into
an alternative place, where life’s com-
plications seem to melt away.  Purpose
and meaning somehow become clearer,
and understanding the world around
us is a lucid as black & white.

After more than half  a Century, a se-
lection of  Christmas films from the
1940’s and 1950’s continue to capture
the magic of  the holidays in elegant
black & white format.  Well-written,
flawlessly casted, beautifully filmed
(yes, they do look good in HD), and
each offering an enduring message of
life, love and hope.  These are film
treasures that deserve to be re-visited…
and introduced to a new generation of
viewers.

The Shop Around the Corner (1940)

– A bustling shop prepares for Christ-

mas amid the troubles of  a shopkeeper

who suspects his wife is having an af-

fair, and co-workers, played by James

Stewart and Margaret Sullivan, who

seem to dislike each other, yet are un-

knowingly flirting via anonymous let-

ters.  Great fun that later inspired In

the Good Old Summertime and even

You’ve Got Mail. 

The Bishop’s Wife (1947)  - Cary

Grant, Loretta Young and David Niven

team up in this memorable tale about

one of  the most unlikely “love trian-

gles;” a bishop, his wife and a guardian

angel.  Grant charms, Niven befuddles,

and Young glows.  Life lessons are

learned among the laughter.  Winner of

five Academy Awards.

Holiday Inn (1942) – How could a hol-

iday movie (and this one stops at all

the holidays) become anything but a

classic when it stars Bing Crosby, Fred

Astaire and has a soundtrack com-

posed by Irving Berlin?  Not about plot,

just great fun and a superb holiday

musical, including the debut of  Bing’s

“White Christmas.”

White Christmas (1954) – Irving

Berlin’s now classic holiday song sur-

faces again and became the title of  this

story of  a highly successful song-and-

dance team (Bing Crosby and Danny

Kaye) who romance a singing sister act

(Rosemary Clooney and Vera-Ellen)

and bring a full scale stage show to a

struggling Vermont Inn owned by a

much loved former WWII commanding

general.  The final scene still grabs at

the heartstrings.

Scrooge (1951) - The Charles Dickens

literary classic has been adapted to

film many, many times, but Alastair

Sim’s portrayal of  the indomitable

Scrooge in this version is an all-out

classic performance.  He is just so darn

mean and miserly, and seems so gen-

uinely transformed by the end of  the

movie…even Santa would love him.

Christmas in Connecticut (1942) –

While this may be the least-known ti-

tles on this short list of  classics, don’t

miss the opportunity to rent or push

“select” should this show up on the

channel guide.  Barbara Stanwyck

stars as an unmarried New York food

writer, desperately trying to fabricate

the Connecticut family farm life she

has professed to her readers.  It is part

“screwball comedy,” part love story,

and all holiday mayhem.  

Miracle on 34th Street (1947) – A

film responsible for making true be-

lievers in Santa Clause for over sixty

years.  Edmund Gwenn may actually

be Santa for all I know; he certainly

looks and acts the part.  When all those

letters pour into the courtroom…and

his cane shows up in that charming

Cape Cod home…I still believe.

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) – Sur-

prisingly, this holiday favorite didn’t

get off  to a very good start.  It is based

on a story, “The Greatest Gift,” by

Philip Van Doren Stern who couldn’t

get published after writing it in 1939.

An RKO studio producer spotted it,

showed it to Cary Grant, who decided

to make The Bishop’s Wife instead.  Di-

rector Frank Capra, however, thought

it had great potential, and made this

film starring James Stewart and

Donna Reed in the lead roles, with Li-

onel Barrymore as despicable banker

Henry Potter, but it flopped at the box

office.  Over the years it has gained a

well-deserved reputation as the most

beloved celluloid incarnations of  the

Christmas spirit, a celebration of  the

triumph of  family, friends, goodness

and love.

So grab some eggnog, a bowl of  wal-

nuts for cracking, and get ready for

some good old-fashioned 20th century

holiday spirit to fill your heart.

Christmas in

Black & White
Some classic movies that celebrate holiday spirit and fun 

by Jessica boyce

Christmas can be a very busy time for
everyone. Kids are frantically writing their
Christmas lists and are worried about Santa
getting them on time, and parents have
Christmas shopping, cooking, and everything
else to worry about. They also have to make
sure that their child gets their letter to Santa
in time for Christmas and many times write a
response to that letter so their child can con-
tinue to believe in the Christmas magic of
Santa Claus.  

There is a website that can help with your
child’s letter to Santa this year as well as an-
swer questions your child may have about
Jolly St. nick and how he delivers all of  those
gifts on Christmas Eve. The website,
www.aletter4santa.com is where that parents
can go to and have their kids write a letter to
Santa and get an immediate, personalized re-
sponse. All they have to do is fill out the form
with their first name, if  they are a boy/girl, if
they have been good this year, what they want
for Christmas, and there is even another spot
where they can write a personalized little
note. After they submit their letter, they get a
response with their name at the top and Santa
tells them that he will try to send them every-
thing they asked for, but he also says that
they may not receive those exact things, but
they will have something great under the tree
this year. This can make it so much easier for
parents so they don’t have to come up with a
response to their kid’s letter.

not only can kids submit their letter to
Santa, but the website has so much more for
them to do. They can track Santa and explore
the north Pole, play Santa’s games (online
games related to Christmas), color online
with Santa’s Coloring Book, have a Santa
Sing-Along, watch Christmas movies with
Santa, and play 20 questions with Santa. The
20 questions with Santa answers many ques-
tions that kids have about Santa and Christ-
mas that parents find themselves constantly
answering. Some of  these questions are: 

What if  my house doesn’t have a chimney?
Are you real?
How do you fit down a chimney?
What if  we move or are visiting another

home on Christmas Eve?
Santa responds with his answers for each

question, reassuring the child that he is in
fact real, can come in a door or window if  the
house has no chimney, squeezes down the
chimney with some Christmas Magic, and
will always find them on Christmas no matter
where they are. Even if  your child has al-
ready sent a letter to Santa the old fashioned
way, this website can be a fun way for them to
explore more about Santa and Christmas.

A new way for kids to
send a letter to Santa
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5th Annual 

 

Special Thanks  
to Carol Olson  
Nina Young and 
Gail Williams for 
another great 
show...and yet 
another year of 
great laughter 
and fun!  

AAnndd ooff ccoouurrssee,, 
TThheerree wwaass  

HHAALLLLOOWWEEEENN!! 
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Warning: Polaris off-road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. The Polaris 50-cc ATV model is intended for operators ages 6 and over, 90-cc ATV models
are intended for operators ages 10 and older, and the 200-cc ATV is intended for operators age 14 and older. The Polaris RZR 170 is intended for operators age 10 and older.  All Polaris youth vehicles require adult supervision at all times for operators under age 16.  All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and
protective clothing.  Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails.
©2014 Polaris Industries Inc.
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